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WINNER

COMIC PANEL WRITER
OF THE YEAR 2015

WINNER

COMIC PANEL COMIC BOOK
OF THE YEAR 2015

“TO OUR NUMEROQUS FRIENDS, FANS, FAMILIES, WELL WISHERS

AND OUR AMAZING PUBLISHERS AND PARTNER COMIC REPUBLIC
- OUR HEARTS GO OUT TO YOU IN A& MILLION AND ONE THANKS.
WE WOULDN'T HAVE GOTTEN THIS FAR WITHOUT YOQU.”
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STANLEY OBENDE MR. XAVIER IGHORODJE
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I THOUGHT 1 HAD COMPANY
(A MAWU DIRGE, WRITTEN IN SIWU)

me sQ mAkuri pia me
s€dbe kaku kade
s€gbe nnOME mige

56333 Isoma 1@

s€dbe asekpe ade

I SAID, 'PEOPLE ARE WITH ME’
NOT KNOWING IT MEANT MOURNING
NOT KNOWING IT MEANT TEARS
NOT KNOWING IT MEANT SADPNESS
NOT KNOWING IT MEANT GRAVES

NB: We may think we are lucky to have company,
but in the end it turns out to be mourning, tears, sadness, graves.




THIS
IS HOW IT
STARTS...

OYA AVONOME -
HOW DO YOU LIKE

MY NEW LOOK. RUB
MY POT BELLY NA
- DON'T BE SHY.

SEE THIS
ONE?

OcA, DO ILOOK
LIKE AN ASHAWO OR
YOU THINK WE ARE
HERE TO PLAY?

THE

VANITY
OF THE

IENORANT ...




THE ARPROGANCE
| OF LIGHT, BELIEVING IT IS
THE FASTEST THING IN
THE UNIVERSE...

..BUT IT FINDS

CONTINUALLY THAT
EVERYWHERE IT GOES,

DARPKNESS IS
ALREADY THERE...




LINCLE,
SORRY - B8UT WHO
EXACTLY ASKED YOU
FOR THESE
LECTURES?

AVONOMEMI OZIcA&U -
DAUGHTER OF ILUNA, SHE WHO
WAS CALLED THE WARRIOR
&ODDESS OF THE
APAVANA OSHOMOSHII
TRIBE

. T'IS OKAY TO FORGET
" MY FACE - IGNORANT, FOUL
MOUTHED, INSIGNIFICANT SPECK
OF DANDRUFF THAT YOU
HAVE BECOME.

WHO THE HELL |
ARE YOU AND WHAT
0O YOU KNOW
ABOUT ME?

AVONOME, I
THINK - WE CAN
LIKE TO 8E
GOING
NOW.




COMIC

REPUBLIC

AVONOME IS THE STORY OF HILDA *“AVONOMEMI’ MOSES, BORN IN 1937.
IN THE REMOTE VILLAGE OF ETUNOR, A SETTLEMENT IN IGHARA, EDO
STATE. SHE DISAPPEARS WITHOUT A TRACE ONLY TO REAPPEAR IN A
CEMETERY IN RECENT TIME, STILL UNCHANGED WITH NO MEMORY OF
WHO SHE WAS OR WHERE SHE HAD BEEN ALL THIS WHILE, EXCEPT A
KNOWLEDGE OF HER NAME, A MYSTERIOUS COMPANION AND AN
UNBELIEVABLE GIFT - THE ABILITY TO SEE SPIRITS.

ON THE HUNT FOR A DANGEROUS ELUSIVE CREATURE CALLED
THE KARNAK, AVONOME IN THE COMPANY OF HER SPIRIT
COMPANIONS JOURNEYED THROUGH THE WAY GATE; AN INTER-
DIMENSIONAL PORTAL TO YABA WHERE SHE MET HER MYSTERIOUS
SERPENTINE INFORMANT WHO PROVIDED HER WITH ENOUGH
INFORMATION TO FIND TRACK AND DEFEAT THE KARNAK,
SUBDUING IT WITH A BINDING SPELL. BUT UNKNOWN TO AVONOME,
A MYSTERIOUS FIGURE HAD BEEN LURKING, LYING IN WAIT FOR
HER. ELSEWHERE SEVERAL MILES AWAY, ABIKU, YOUNGEST
MEMBER OF A BLOOD CULT - THE KIRIJI WIPES OUT AN ENTIRE
VILLAGE ON A WHIM ONLY TO BE CONFRONTED BY THE FIERCE
WARMONGER - OTUMOPO, HER ELDER IN RANKS AND MEMBER IN

THE KIRIJL.
AVONOME creATED By STANLEY OBENDE
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{ AAAANSWERS
| ACE USELESS
TO THE DEAD.

FOR NOW
YOU SEE
THEM -

"“1 "".- L
B A

l?LEE PIT-IT'S A -m
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YOU SEE EWLIPE "
OSHI*, MUCH LIKE YOUR
MOTHER, YOUR PROBLEM |}
1S IGNORANCE.

YOU'RE LIKE
A DEAF TRYING TO
HEAR A BEE BUZZING
IN THE MIDDLE OF A
THUNDERSTORM.

YOU THINK THIS
IS A GAME? KO NI
DAFLIN IYA E™

i YOU NEED
| TO 8E TAUGHT

B\ ALESSON.

m—,

- STUPID GOAT ** - IT WILLNOL O, BETIENFORIFOUR MUM,



THE SUMMONS REINFORCING MY PUNCH
MADE SURE MY B8LOW COULD LEVEL A

BUILDING.

MY AIM FLEW TRUE, T HAD E:VE:QYTHINE‘:
CALCULATED - HIS APPARENT POWER
LEVEL, THE AIR PRESSURE, FRICTION,

DISTANCE..

T WAE A KNOCKOUT DESIGNED
WITH SURGICAL PRECISION.

S ——

YOU INSULT !
ME WITH AN ITCH .
CONCEALED AS V:!‘E)LEEL \‘Iﬂ"blj‘éH
A PLINCH. Sy i/ INTENT?
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INTO NOTHING

-NESS -

IN A BLINK OF AN EYE MY SUMMONS
TURNED TO SMOKE - DISAPPEARING.

I WENT DOWN, STUMBLING
IN SHOCK.




2 HIS KNEE CAP FOLND MY FACE.

STEALING MY EYE SIGHT

YOUR MERE
EXISTENCE IS DUE
TO MY 00D WILL AND
THE DESCENDANTS OF
THOSE FOUR WHO
RETURNED FROM
THE BLACK
FOREST.

YOU'RE AS
INSIGNIFICANT
AS DIRT BENEATH
MY FINGER
TIPS,




YOU'RE NOT
EVEN WORTHY TO
BE FOOD FOR
MY PREYS.

THIS IS THE

DIFFERENCE

BETWEEN US,

T AM HUNTER.

wWAAWUU -

LET US 8E TURN AROUND
AND FACE ME
YOU COWARD!!

BEAST SWORD, SOUL REAVER -
MY HEAD - WAKE UP ONE LAST
TIME, IT IS T WHO CALLS.

Rl ¥ —
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A PLACE THAT MEANS LOOSELY IN ENGLISH -
"THE PLACE OF WORSHIP OF HIM WHO (S
CAPABLE OF MANY MANIFESTATIONS."

A STAGE STEEPED IN THE MAGICS OF THE
ANCIENT, MYSTICISMS SO UNHOLY - IT IS
AN ISLAND THAT LITERALLY WANDERS
THROUGH WORLDS.

A LONE DEITY, HE WHO IS CALLED THE WAR &OD
"OJOJII", SOME BELIEVE HE IS STRONGEST BEING
ALIVE - B8UT TODAY, HE WALKS ONE OF THE FOUR
PATHS LEADING TO THE HALLOWED GROLINDS OF
OJLBO ELEGBARA, THE MEETING PLACE OF
THE KIRPIJLI.

LATE IS THE HOUR OF
YOUR ARRIVAL OLD FRIEND,
YOUR STEPS ARE STEEP -
HEAVY LADEN, WHAT
TIDINGS DO YOU
BEAR?




A0 : ONKNOWN /
RO = THE KIRISL .

i ouggncticl
EOLE-\ |

7

v - .
F .f'. -

300 YEARS
AND YOU'VE GROWN
OLD, FAT AND
SULKY.

el N

DO YOU NOT FEEL |
IT,OROROKAI, THE SLIGHT |l
TREMORS BORNE 8Y THE

REALM WITHIN? '

THE LEGACY OF

OUR MOST FEARSOME
FOE, ASH PAZAK, HAS |
RETURNED TO THE
WORLD OF MEN
AGAIN.

NAME : 03031 I
SYMBOL 7 MEANING : N7/ GOD Of WAR
GROUP AFFILIATION 2. THE KIRIJL

ROLE: JUDGCE

CURSE: THE OGONI - STONE Of AGONY
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FEW HOURS BEFORE DAWN.
JIBOWU, LAGOS.

A

AHHH! DEJA VU.
PERHAPS YOU WOULD
LIKE A EULOGY, NO”P
MAYRE SOME WORDS
CARVED ON YOUR
NAMELESS
TOMBSTONE-

“HERE LIES AVONOMEMI
OZIcA&LU, THE FOOL WHO THREW
AWAY HER LIFE THINKING SHE COULD
SCRATCH AJORARA, THE LAST
ALARINKIRI , OLOYE OJIJI
ODE" OF THE
LEGBERES""

N 7

* - wanderer (used here as a refereng:_e_tu his signature quick step), chief bounty hunter.
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BUT IN MANY WAYS,

YOU SHOULD FEEL GRATEFLIL
DAUGHTER OF OZIGA&U. YOU
HAVE THE HONOR OF HAVING
DIED 8Y THE LAST LIGHT
OF A DYIN&G CURSED
SWORD -ORT MI.

BOILED YAM,
RED PALM OIL,

ORY PEPPER,
WAIT -

- 1S THAT
SMOKED

*EYIN OMO WORE
[WORE]... MO &80
INFOMASHUN
[MASHUN]/ WO
2ORB0O, WEREY LO
8A DE EH EH..*

AHHH/
WHAT HAVE

WE HERE?

LAA-KUU-LIN!!
THIS IS

* - sings a popular Yoruba contemporary fuji tune




THE RAIN DRIZZLES ON AMIDST
THUNDER AND LIGHTENINEG.

—_—

PINNED TO THE GROLIND 8Y

AN ENCHANTED BLADE, UNABLE A /
TO HEAL HERSELF.

AVONOME'S POWERS
SLOWLY FADE AWAY.
/
y
-
~
% / ;,
Ny
~ rf
\* % .
7\
TR
?> s
AND WITH THEM GONE, y \
SHE LOSES HER DISGLISE. N |
N ’ /

=
«
waiiiians g *'\ T BEGINS

- GAIN




WHAT IS THIS

NEFARIOLS ALIRA,
OOZING FROM THIS
ARCANE BLADE, KEEPING
ME FROM TOLICHING
IT - PREVENTING
AVONOME FROM

HEALING?

ENOLGH/
AVONOME SHALL
NOT DIE. NOT ON

MY WATCH!

BUT FIRST
SUMMON YOLUR
LEGACY.
CLEAN UP.

*CRYING®
TISS YOUR

FALLT///

CALM DOWN
HISNABEK. AVONOME
SHALL NOT ..

AVOOONOMIIII
*HIC* WAKE
ORRRRP!!




WAKAN T ANKA*
SACRED ART OF TRADITION,
AS YOU WERE
BEFORE -

RIGHT
HAND, TAKE
YOUR TIME

BACK...

i
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nka i a term used by the Sioux Native Americans to mean 'the great Spirit' or more closely 'Great mystery'.
e translated as thegreat spirit's sacred art of tradition or great mysterious sacred art of tradition— GOGONU ARC




AVONOME, IF
YOU CAN HEAR MY

VOICE, HOLD ON, FOR
MY SAKE PLEASE
HOLDO ON.

ALLOW ME
TO PROTECT
\ YOU IN THE ONLY
PLACE T CAN.

HURRY LIP
HISNABEK, ONLY
THE HOGOSHA

CAN SAVE HER
NOW.
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I REMEMBER IT ALL LIKE
IT WAS YESTERDAY.

WAKING UP, COVERED IN DIRT - [fo)
IN A CEMETERY. -

/

M _.. / 7

.

-
=

-

T PEMEMBER THE ANERY
VOICES. T REMEMBER -

T T

7 -
iﬁk_ ":r r "'_'_"'::'*‘.- " '-\-_-
" 2T e

1 1 s

1

PASTOR
SHE 8E WITCH
OH!

YOU PEOPLE
SHOULD CALM DOWN.
THIS CHILD IS
JUST LOST.

WHY AM T SEEING THIS?
‘§ B3




WHY AM I HERE AGAIN? IS THIS WHAT
DYING FEEL$ L.II(E':" IS DYING NOIsY oR -

= F‘ETID LII(E THE SMELL OF RAW FISH IN
THE AIR, THE OPPRESSIVE LAGOS HEAT
AND TQAFF[C ON MY FIEST BRT RIDE?

MOURINHO
HOW MARKET?

T AM ON MY WAY TO | =
CMS AGAIN.

SEEING THE CREATURE T WOULD LATERS
CALL FRIEND FOR THE FIRST TIME.

EDAAAKLINT
- EXCUSE ME

PLISSS!!!

I PEMEMEER MY HEART LITERALLY JLUMPING L
INTO MY MOUTH. T REMEMBER FAINTING
AFTERWARDS.

THIS WAS NOT THE LAST TIME 1
WOULD SEE SPIRITS OR-

- COMPLAIN TO MY DAD ABOUT THESE
VISIONS', AS HE CALLED THEM.

*literally means Idumota [PDDMEI’ bus stc:.-g::-} i -
here oh/passenger wants the driver to stop . e :
at Idumota _ - - means please in Yoruba
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I AM RE-LIVING ONE OF THE SEVERAL 1000 il

HOURS SPENT IN THERAPY LINDER MY

FATHER'S REQUEST.

I AM WITH THE SHRINK AGAIN, DR. EZEOGU,
EIEQB%EATH STILL CONSTANTLY REEKS OF
LIC.

SO DAY U5, MISS HILDA
- WE HAVE ESTABLISHED THAT

A YOU'RE NOT LUNDER THE INFLUENCE
OF ANY ILLICIT oRU&G, YOU DON'T
TAKE ALCOHOL, YOU'VE BEEN
PLACED UNDER A HEALTHY
FEEDING REGIMEN.,

S0 TELL ME,
HOW DO YOU FEEL
AFTER TAKING THE

HALOPERIOOL?

0O YOU STILL
SEE ANYTHING?
THESE SPIRITS?

r

100
NOT SEE
THEM
AGAIN.

AVONOME,
DO NOT LET THE

DARKNESS TAKE YOU.
IF YOU CAN HEAR
MY VOICE,

DO -




’j: AZREAL TS THAT YOU?!

AND THEN JUST AS QUICK AS IT STARTS,

EVERYTHING MELTS AWAY LIKE WAX HELD
TO THE FLAME.

- 2 I CAN'T SEE ANYTHING!
. j ANY THIN:

j ANY THIN

F

EVERYTHING DISSOLVES INTO DARKNESS,
SHE 1S ALMOST ALONE.
‘j AM I DEAD, AZREALP/

AL T aer
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s AT
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THE GRAVE QUEEN OF RED
WITCHES APPROACHES.

Keeheehee!
Asemota you're

hungry

ON HUNCHED 8ACK, SHE BEARS
HER VULTURE FAMILIAR,

ON HER HIPS, HER TWIN SLUIMMONING
CAULDRONS, UNU AKHIE - THE MAWS
OF SORROW.

IN A HAND, SHE HOLDS SOMETHING ARCANE
MASQUERADING AS A WOODEN STAFF OF
MIDNIGHT 8LACK,

Keeheehee!
The devil in my
neck is singing

a song -
Asemota.

SHE WHO HAS SEEN
ALMOST A MILLENNIA

N B\




ONLY THE KIRIJUI ARE EVER
SUMMONEDRBY THIS PLACE.

A song of rivers
of blood, mountains
of bones. A sky dotted
with tears like
stars.

Ohh the
fire 0 music
to my
ears.

Keeheeheee -
Cursed; to cast
the curse, to cast
the cursed.

| curse the cursed,
| curse the curse. | guard
the curse. You bear witness
of me. You will bear
withness of me.
Keeheehee/

Ahhh this is
a sight so rare
. Don't you
agree
AZEN?

AND THEY KNOW IT 8Y
| A DIFFERENT NAME.




YOU KEPT
US WAITING.

Welcome KIRIJ

old and new. Welc

to the waiting
room.
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a fat fool, a Living

150L

Welcome




ON THE JAPANESE MEETS YORUBA NAMED BLADE AND ONE OTHER MANY “ERR. . .” THINGS!

Wait a second calm down. 1 know how this looks like, feels like, yeah — but before you throw a tan-
trum, 1 think it is time 1 let you in on something we had been meaning to tell you for a long while —
the concept of the AVONOVERSE (ding! ding!)

The AVONOVERSE is the world where everything related to Avonome (as a concept) happens, it has a

deep histmy as rich and Enthrauing as ours, Dn[y more ﬁctiﬂﬂaﬁzed andﬁeakiﬂg awesome-er!!

Gods exist in the AVONOVERSE, cutting across all race and religion and tribes, but there is a univer-
sal god, from which all others spring from, He once commissioned great weapons to be forged by

master craftsmen the world over and used as traplets to... — oh wait, 1 can’t give spoilers just yet.

Calm down. In order to understand wherej apanese (spec@ﬁca[[}f the sword in question, I'm trying to
avoid giving spoilers) finds its way into Avonome, we must first understand the concept of TRAPLETS
(see pg 13) and their functions in the AVONOVERSE.

Traplets in the AVONOVERSE are magical items that let you trap (trap-lets) or are used to seal crea-
tures, concepts, materials etc whose Drigins are heavi[}f Spiritua[ (n construct e.g., one’s soul, dem-::ms,
gl‘msts,., c{jiﬂns, g{}blins, ghﬂu[s, Ghostrider, Shazam, Eru, Aje’s spiritua[ consciousness, etc Amen?
(lol). For materials to be used as a traplet, it must generally be impervious to harm by physical forces
(the usual - heat, friction due to inertia, explosive or implosive forces) or off the counter high level

grade magical attacks.

By this very deﬁﬂitiﬂﬂ, magical lanterns hn[ding genies (Aladdin anybody?) are by their very nature —
traplets. The same goes with rings of power (LOTR — Gollum!), some Horcruxes (Voldemort’s — Harry
Potter), etc. 1 am sure you can think of a number c}f items you've come across on your journey in [Efe
that can be classified as traplets — eg FROSTMOURNE (World of warcraft). Traplets are also used to
trap, bind and subdue the will of the ‘thing’ being trapped to the will of the trapper (bars!), if the
trapper is strong enough to control them that is. So over time, people developed a wide range of uses

ﬁ}r trapiets as not just Dﬂ{y prisons to contamn ‘things’ but as weapons, great weapons {Jf power.

Imagine a period before the world was yet divided as we know it, where craftsmen from different cor-

ners of the world were able to travel by say err — way gates? Collaborate to make say err — traplets, for . F&
the gods during a great err — war? Weapons potent enough to fight with and seal err — enemies? ] , :
don’t know if that's what happened in the AVONOVERSE but if say the Japanese master smith Mura- £

weapons - they would have to jointly name it right? 'm not letting you on anything but imagine the

masa or Murasame collaborated with Aﬁ'icaﬂ master smiths like Ptah or Oguﬂ to make a series cyc @ |
, 6B, §

possibilities for story and myth and awesome relics. 'm out of typing space.
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‘1 LOVE THIS COMIC SERIES.SO FAR:I AM FROM THE BAHAMAS BUT I AM AN
AFRICAN AND AM VERY EXCITED TO SEE THINGS LIKE THIS TAKING OFF. WITH
CHARACTERS THAT LOOK LIKE US AND TELLS QOUR SIDE OF LORES: OKIRIKIRI! FIRST I
THOUGHT IT MAY HAVE BEEN YORUBA BUT I FOUND OUT QUICKLY IT IS THE IGBO
WORD FOR CYCLE. THE STORY HAS KEPT ME INTERESTED ALTHOUGH I WILL SAY IT
ENDS SO QUICKLY. WHEN I WANT TO READ MORE.-THIS IS INSPIRING AND I TOO
HAVE PLANS'TO CREATE UKAOCHI".

- SAMORI 1. (BAHAMAS)

THE ORACLE OF SUMMONS: THANKS SAMORI, WE REALLY APPRECIATE THELOVE =\ " &
ALL THE WAY FROM BAHAMAS. EXPECT A VERY BIG EPISODE THAT REVEALS A LOT IN CSD\} *
DECEMBER, IT'S GOING TO BE ABOUT 30+ PAGES LONG AT LEAST. WE'VE BEEN
HARD AT WORK AT IT - CURRENTLY COLORING AND ROUNDING UP THE SCRIPT EDIT.
ALSO OKIRIKIRI - IS NOT IGBO, IT’S ACTUALLY A YORUBA YARIANT WORD, COINED
FROM 'KIRIKIRT’, A MAXIMUM SECURITY PRISON IN LAGOS, NIGERIA, HENCE IT’S
USED AS A SEAL. AVONOME CURRENTLY HAS VERY BASIC MASTERY OF IT.IT GETS
DEEPER AS WE GO ALONG. ONCE AGAIN WE SINCERELY APPRECIATE THIS MAIL.
KINDLY SHARE WITH YOUR FRIENDS AND LET US KNOW WHAT THEY THINK.
PS : PLS WHAT'S THE MEANING OF UKAOCHI - ALL THE MEANING THAT COMES °
UP HERE IS 'SOMETHING OLD’, ANOTHER 'COPYCAT".

T WILL BE SURE TO SPREAD THE WORD OF YOUR COMIC'WHERE EVER I AM, AND"-
I WILL BE PATIENTLY AWAITING THE DECEMBER RELEASE: UKAOCHI IS THE IGBO
WORD FOR COMIC BUT SEEING THAT IT IS ACTUALLY YORUBA, MAYBE IT |
WOULDN'T FIT. I CAN ONLY HOPE FOR THIS TO BECOME AS BIG AS WESTERN AND' . “
ASIAN SERIES. GOOD LUCK WITH THIS, I WILL HELP HOWEVER I CAN. -
- SAMORI I (BAHAMASY )

THE ORACLE OF SUMMONS: WE HOPE SO TOO SAMORI, IT TAKES.FANS AND
FRIENDS LIKE YOU TO MAKE THAT HAPPEN. HOPE YOU ENJOYED THIS.BUMPER
'RELEASE EDITION? SPREAD THE WORD. PLUS I AM CONFUSED, DOES THIS MEAN \ .

' ITIS TIME I RE-RETIRE MY LEFT EYE PLUCKING EVIL CLAW?!! MUAHHAHAH!:
AB EDAKUN!!! g
PLEASE IF YOU LOVED THIS COMIC BOOK, HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT LIFE’ s ISSUES OR AN
IDEA ON HOW TO SELL JOLLOF RICE ON THE BLACK MARKET TO ALIENS AND.OR WOO'A
A/ ZOMBIE, LET US KNOW ON - .PULIZZ F OLLOW US ON FACEBOOK* SR

IF YOU ENJOYED THIS COMIC_PLEASE SHOW SOME LOVE FOR THE OTHER. TITLE& A7 “
CURRENTLY BEING PUBLISHEDBY R ﬂ,

AT ABSOLUTELY - i
‘NO COST JOIN THE REPUBLIC AND READ MORE AHESOHE AFRICAN comcs ou e R
T FOLLOW THEREPUBLIC - .~ = o7 f
AVONOME.SWsGMAILCOM h_ ﬁ,_j ..m:;%ﬂ
. WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/AVONOMEMI /7o Cofai ™ g o 8
Ww THECOHICREPUBLIC COM. WWW. FACEBOOK coM;comcaEPUﬂuc 4 -;g;i;_.; .
4 : =" 735 S
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" AFTER OUR FIRST TWO' nssunzs WE
GOT A LOT OF COMMENTS, EXCITE-
 MENTS AND, OF couaé FAN

ARTS. ¢
" WE., REALLY APPRECIATE THOSE |
WHO TOOK OUR TIME TO DO THESE
- BEAUTIFUL ART PIECES AND
- SAY A HUGE THANK YOU!
THE BEST ENTRIES GET AVONOME
TEE- SHIRTQ é(hlliﬁg EQSENDING YOUR
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