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HERO GENERATION TELLS THE STORY OF THE EXTREMES;
AN UNDERGROUND SUPERHERO GROUP CONSISTING OF
SUPER POWERED INDIVIDUALS THAT THE WORLD IS YET
TO ACKNOWLEDGE. UNITED BY A HIDDEN PAST AND A
COMMON CAUSE, THEY FIGHT TO KEEP THE CITY SAFE.
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THEY 0T A BOMB,
WHATL, .. 0K FOCUSs,
ERM.. VIBRATE THE WIRES
TO SEVERE THIER
CONNECTION TO---

€-ANY OBJECTS, JUG "~
AROUND FOR 4 SECOND3N gl
TO BUILD MOMENTUM,
MY 6P5 SAYS THERE'S A fat
SMALL RIVER NORTH [
o OF YOUR LOCATION S
DROP IT THERE! <N

WEEKS AGO, THE SUPER HERO TEAM OF TEENAGERS,
MADE THEIR FIRST PUBLIC APPEARANCE. STOPPING
A BURNING BUILPING AND A METEOR SHOWER, AFTER
GUARDIAN PRIME HAD STOPPED AN ASTEROID FROM
HITTING EARTH. NOW A NEW THREAT CALLING
THEMSELVES THE H.I.V.ES, HAS RISEN. A
TERRORIST SECT WITH A RADICAL AGENDA...

NU-TECH

MAXSFPEED

POWERBOY

al.
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FOR THE PAST FEW DECADES, SCIENCE HAS CAUSED
US TO UNDERSTAND THAT THERE ARE TEN
PARTICLES THAT COMPOSE OUR UNIVERSE. THEY
ARE; Z PARTICLES, BRANES PARTICLES,
STRING PARTICLES, TACHYON PARTICLES,
PREONS, GRAVIPHOTONS, GRAVITONS,
ANTIPARTICLES, SPARTICLES AND STRANGLETS...

IN THE PAST FEW YEARS, CERTAIN TURN

OF EVENTS HAVE SHOWN
THE WORLD THAT CERTAIN HUMANS
EXIST WITH THE ABILITY TO NATURALLY
ABSORB THESE PARTICLES AT
ANY STAGE IN THEIR LIFE AND GAIN SUPERHUMAN
ABILITIES. WE NOW IDENTIFY
THEM AS PARA-HUMANS.




HIMZ.. MAXSPEED? |

STILL POESN'T PLAY WELL WITH OTHERS...
THE CHOICE OF NAME? IVE
SUGGESTED MACH-SPEED DOZENS

- OF TIMES, HE'S TOO STUBBORN TO TAKE
IT AND IT GETS TIRING.

YOU’RE NOT WRAPPING
THIS UP LIKE THAT,
WE PESERVE ANSWERS.
IF IT WEREN'T FOR
U5, MOST OF YOU...

SEE THIS BOY 0,
[ BECAUSE YOU THINK
N YoU ARE FaST!
| SEE, LET ME TELL 4

THAT INFORMATION
15 CLASSTIFIED. GO
HOME BOY, YOU'VE
TRIED FOR
TopAY.

HE’S OUR RESIDENT HOT __HEE

-

L

S0URCE IS TACHYONS. HE’'S GOT INCREASED
METABOLISM AND IMPROVED HOMEOSTASIS,
WELL THAT’S HOW NU-TECH PUT IT..

HE’S REALLY FAST, |
| SAME THING.




WHAT HAS IT BEEN, LIKE
TWO YEARS NOW...
MARCUS CHIGOZIE, MY

IF YOU ASK ME, I'M STILL AS LOST
THEN WITH HIM AS I AM NOW...
MINE WAS SIMPLE, I MEAN I CHOSE

FIRST PARAHUMAN FIND. | THI5 PATH BECAUSE, WELL, IT JUST
7 _, .~ - HAD TO BE, LIKE IT WAS
| | " WHAT I HAD TO DO...
= DO I 5AY A CALLING?
mm B

PLUS, GUARDTAN PRIME | AN

MAPE ME A FAN oF THE... [ LI

NEVER MIND
I i

. I
- | = *‘

BUT WHEN T FOUND HIm 2 =4 3 e
THAT NIGHT, IN THE ALLEY, I et

NEWLY PARAHUMAN, [y~ ¥,

BAPELY IN CONTROL.. [ ooy A | A

=\ Py /. TAKING ON THUGS. ./
| | THE ANGER, UNRESTRAINED, | 4
BLIND! IT WAS LIKE AS IF..

"TOYE, IF YOU PON‘T 1 —
STEP IN, WHOEVER WILL o@= =~ gl
I5 GOING TO POTS0N £ .

HIS MIND” p

V' HEY KID,
WHAT ARE YoU
DOING?

THAT WAS |
T/ :

| |
y .
{ %
¥



WE NEEPED PEOPLE FOR OUR
CAUSE, RIGHT? 50...
HE SEEMED LIKE AN OPTION...
AN UNEASY ONE, TROUBLESOME!

| BUT I SAW IN HIM A CHANCE

TO BECOME SOMETHING
EISE THAT THE

WORLD NEEDED, A HERO...

HE AW AN AVENUE |
INSTEAD, TO
LET OUT WHAT I
PESCRIBE AS...
AN URGE.

... LOOK, MARCUS IS5 MORE
OF A MYSTERY TO ME AS HE
IS5 TO EVERYONE HE MEETS.
I PON’T KNOW WHY HE’S A
RAGING TUMOR HALF THE

TIME, I PON'T EVEN KNOW
HOW THIS 15 YEAR OLPD IS ... BUT HE 5AID
N J;:f __ N

| COSTUME CHOICE;
| WELL HE WENT MORE
CASUAL INSTEAD,
SPANPEX WASN'T
HIS THING, EMBLEM
WAS MY IDEA.

HIPPEN AGENPA
NOT THAT I PON’'T WANT TO
BELLEVE IT, IT/S JUAT...

| TKNOW HIM. BUT HE HAS HIS
SECRETS AND IT/S
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| WE'VE ALREADY el
GONE THROUGH :
NUTECH!

. I"‘
-\.‘f-tl
ke

.

HE'S AN
OPEN BOOK. |

TECHNOPATH... PERHAPS THE
MOST POWERFUL WE'VE COME
ACR0%9, BUT HE HASN'T QUITE
REACHED HIS FULL POTENTIAL...
WE SHOULD CREATE A SYSTEM
OF CLASSIFICATION FOR
POWER LEVEIS---

o=

>

-

"CONFIDENTAL, Y
ABI? L ‘F

HE PEVELOPED SOME
NANITES WHEN WE
HAD OUR METEOR INCIPDENT,
THAT FORMS WHAT WE SEE
AS HIS SUIT. THAT'S
WHY THE METALS HE FORMS,
BONDS WITH THEM.

TECHNOPATH, ON ONE HAND WE KNOW
THAT MEANS HE CONTROLS ELECTRONIC
MACHINERY. T MEAN AFTER WE TOOK POWN
THE HIVES, HE PISASSEMBLED THEIR
ARMORED VAN AND CONSTRUCTED A BIKE
OUT OF IT, JUST FOR TRIPS. CYBERPATHY
ON THE OTHER HAND ALLOWS HIM TO
CONTROL SOFTWARES. LIMITED KINETIC
CONTROL OVER METAL ET.C

R BUT YOU ALREADY KN
. THAT, THAT’S SURFACE
V- | LEVEL INFORMATION, YOU
WANT DEEPER.

e il




WHAT’S
CONFIPENTIAL?
WHAT HAVE YOU
GOT?

T JUST HACKEP INTO
NACSS, T'M SCO0OPING
UP EVERYTHING THEY HAVE
ON THESE ‘CONFIPENTIAL
NUT JOBS’ CALLING
THEMSELVES THE HIVES

HIVES, THAT 50
SCREAMS ZERO CREATIVITY,
H.L.V.ED, H-I-V-E=5. 1T THEN AGAIN WE LET YOU

ACTUALLY STANDS CALL U5 THE EXTRENES!
FOR HUMAN INITIATIVE :

AGAINST VIOLENT
ENVIRONMENTAL SITUATIONS...
WHAT HAPPENED TO ‘A’ NA7

I THINK I FOUNP
SOMETHING INTERESTING GUYS.
TACN TASSAULT
COUNTER MEASURE’.

A FAILED PROGRAM THAT
WAS PEVELOPING SUPER
SULTS, AFTER 1T WAS ABANPONED, IT
TERRORIST GROUP OF SOLPIERS. 3 THESE PEOPLE
THAT EXPLAINS HOW THEY LIKE THELR
GOT SUCH TECH... : =10) INITIALS SHA!
WHAT’S THIS?

HAYCE! EXCUSE
ME, WETIN UNA
PEY DO FOR THERE?

auv¥s, YOU'VE GOT
TO TAKE A LOOK
AT THIS! THEY
FOUND A...




YOU WANT TO KNOW |
ABOUT NETWORK. |

I
] |

THIS IS FROM
MY REPORT...

i |‘ | . NETWORK WAS THE
FORMAL IPENTITY OF
JOSHUA MARTINS, NOWN
KNOWN AS NUTECH A%

OF 8 MONTHS AGO.

{ L . T R
THE CHARACTER WAS FIRST INTROPUCED
TO THE WORLD 2 YEARS AGO AS AN
ANONYMOUS CYBER INDIVIDUAL OPERATING [
A WORLPWIPE COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK
AND USING IT TO TAKE POWN CRIMINALS
BY LEAKING INFORMATION TO SECURLITY

ARMS OF THE GOVERNMENT

AS OF THE FIRST YEAR OF NETWORK'S
APPEARANCE, I PID NOT KNOW HIS IPENTITY,
BUT THE LIST OF CRIMINALS HE HAD
TAKEN POWN HAD GROWN. QUESTIONS ABOUT
HIS IPENTITY GREW, AND THE GOVERNMENT
HEAVILY SUSPECTEDP AN ANONYMOUS
GROUP KNOWN AS THE HACK-TIVISTS. :
i il
MY SUSPICION AS AT THEN;
A PARAHUMAN CYBERPATH,
BUT STILL YET UNCONFIRMED

/

"THIS BREAKTHROUGH s / IF NOT FOR HI5
TODAY DOESN'T REST - s/ INTERVENTION, BY ALERTING

S0LELY ON ME 4 US FROM WHEREVER
OR THE POLICE, BUT A HE WAS, THINGS WOULPN'T HAVE

RATHER THE ANONWMOUS | /N . TURNED OUT LIKE THIS.
CYBER INDIVIDUAL -~ 50 ON BEHALF OF —--
KNOWN AS NETWORK | " -

POWERBOY! WOULP YOU APMIT -
TO BEING MORE EFFECTIVE
THAN THE POLLICE OR THE
COSTUMED SUPERHEROES WE'RE

ACCUSTOMEP TO?




%Nﬁ YEAR AGO, THE
-.-avaﬁr "WIGILANTE’
l?EAGI—IﬁD ME...

HE HACKED MY COMPUTER AND

WAS ABLE TO MAKE CONTACT.

HE ARRANGED A MEETING, |
I WENT ALONE, A5 INSTRUCTED.

IT'S ME,
NETWORK, OR
JUST CALL
B ME CHRIS FOR

Hﬁ wsmr BY A FAKE
ALLAS AT FIRST DUE 5
| TO REASONS OF rrzue-*r ,
| AND CONPIDENTIALLTY. & =7
| CALLING HIMSELF CHRTS M.’
 INSTEAD OF JOSHUA. —




AT THE POINT OF OUR FIRST
MEETING I WAS STILL UNSURE
WHETHER I WAS SPEAKING
TO THE REAL NETWORK OR
A FRONTMAN PUE TO AN
ABNORMAL S0CTAL BEHAVIOUR

...OKAY, CAN I STOP REAPING
THIS REPORT, I HAVE
MY HEAD...

T —

-
NETWORK WAS AN IPENTITY
JOSHUA FELT MAPE AN

US TO ALLY OURSELVES WITH
~| HIM, HE FASHIONED A NEW
' | IDENTITY INSTEAD, AND THE
NETWORK ALLAS REMAINED
WHAT IT WAS...

NU-TECH WAS THE
ON PUTY SOLPIER...
OKAY LET ME NOT USE
MILLITARY TERMS...
HERO.

OH! AND YES, S

THE BURNING BULDING | Tl

AFTER THE METEOR | | ,
INCIDENT.

THAT WAS OUR FIRST
TIME IN PUBLIC, THE
THREE OF US...
BUT YOU KNOW THAT
ALREADV.







NOTHING TO
WORRY ABOUT 51K,
JUST REAPING
WHAT THE NEWS HAS TO
' S4%Y ABOUT OUR

EFFORTS.

MY TEAM AND
I WERE ABOUT
LEAVING

» y
3 *ﬂ xf AL ﬂj*ﬁ .
' "’Jjﬂﬁ THING T5... | #

- - - -



| THESE GUYS ARE IT.. |8
| THEW/RE WHAT WE TALKED |

THEY HAVE SENT
CHILPREN, CHILPREN AFTER
SOLPIERS. THEY
THINK THEY CAN CRIPPLE V%
THEY MAY HAVE
SUCCEEPED IN SLOWING
US POWN BUT ONLY FOR

| £ 5ATD I NEEDED |,

MY BROTHERS,
HAVE WE NOT FOUGHT
FOR THEM? HAVE
WE NOT PIED FOR THEM,
~ | BLEP FOR THEIR CAUSELESS
2 wWars?

" WE DIP NOT
RISE AGAINST THE
GOVERNMENT TO
BE STOPPED BY
CHILDREN/

A TEAM...

A FRACTION!

STRATEGIC
| MANEUVERING.

[ WE ARE FAR,
\ THE ART OF

| WE WILL SHOW

/
& \.&

/ THEY THINK 4

) THEM WE ARE /A

WE WILL
: RELEASE THIS
SN pLAGUE. WE
TR WILL SHOW

[ THEY NEED
TRAINING, P
vgs,

J . \

| Z FOUND THEM... |

THEY NEED

MORE THAN
AYEAR...




Y TIME? THERE'S
7" TIME. JUST BRING U5
[ RESULTS. WE NEED A
READY TEAM ON STANDBY,
| AND YOU PIDON'T HANDLE |}
\ THE METEOR INCIPDENT

PROPERLY AT ALL.
<~ BUT THE TEAM'S
REPORT S0 FAR HAS
EEEN PROGRESSIVE.
WE'RE ALL TRYING TO
MAKE THE WORLP
SAFE. =

THE EXTREMES’
UNIT I5 POING A GOOP
V-3 JOB. HAVE YOUR PERSONAL
Y  GIVE THEM G EVALUATION PRAFTED
THAT AND THEW/LL (R A-5-A-F YOU'RE
BE READY, I'M | a8 N N PISMISSED GOOP
SURE. DT AN N ' . JOB TOVE.

THERE’'S
TIME?
HOW LONG? ;
i
e

A% LONG )
A5 IT

THANKS °
MA’AM! ,

NOT THAT, '
YOU KNOW THEY/LL
FIND OUT
500N, PEOPLE
ALWAYS DO...
WALT ARE WE? 4

YES, T CREATED AN
ASTRAL PIMENSION AND
MOVED US INTO INTO IT
IMMEPIATELY HE WENT

OFFLINE. :

L
IF YOU'RE SUSPICIOUS

OF THE TECHNOPATH, HE CAN'T

HEAR OR SEE US.
THE ROOM LOOKS JUST
THE SAME,




WE HAVE TO KEEP

MAKING THE THREE OF
THEM BELIEVE THAT THIS

15 JUST A FRONT FOR
SUPERHEROES. AND THAT

ALL WE'RE POING 15

TRAINING THEM TO GO 4 e

OUT AND FIGHT aema. S THE

WE NEED I ENY
{ To INCREASE OUR NI\
‘ NUMBERS. 75 =\

I WAS ABLE TO TRACK
THE’-‘M POWN AI.-L- Tﬂﬁ AY

THELR FULL POTENTZALS |
ARE STILL BURIED
DEEP WITHIN,




FOR AGES, HUMANKIND HAS DUG INTO THE
MYSTER/IES SURROUNDING THE EXACT
COMPOS/IT/ION OF THE UNIVERSE. ANC/IENT GREEKS
WERE THE FIRST TO SURM/SE THE EXISTENCE OF
ATOMS, WHICH THEY BELIEVED TO BE THE SMALLEST
PART/ICLES IN THE UNIVERSE —THE "BUILDING
BLOCKS" OF EVERYTHING. FOR
A80UT 1,500 YEARS, THAT WAS THE
MOST WE KNEW ABOUT MATTER. THEN, IN
1897, THE DISCOVERY OF THE ELECTRON
LEFT THE SCIENT/FIC WORLD /N SHAMBLES.
| JusT AS MOLECULES WERE MADE OF ATOMS, NOw
| THE ATOMS APPEARED TO HAYE THE/R OWN
\|/NGREDIENTS. AND THE DEEPER WE LOOKED, THE
|\ MORE THE ANSWERS SEEMED TO FLIT THROUGH
|| OUR FINGERTIPS, ALWAYS OUT OF REACH. EVEN

|| PROTONS AND NEUTRONS—THE BUILDING
| BLOCKS OF ATOMS—ARE MADE OF
EVER-SMALLER PIECES CALLED
QUARKS. EVERY DISCOVERY JUST
SEEMS TO RA/SE MORE QUEST/IONS. \
ARE TIME AND SPACE JUST BUNDLES) |
AND CLUSTERS OF LITTLE CHARGED |\
CRUMBS TOO SMALL TO EVEN SEE?
MAYBE—BUT THEN AGAIN, THESE TEN
THEORET/ICAL PART/CLES COULD
EXPLAIN EVERYTHING. ITF WE couLp
ACTUALLY FIND THEM

ANOCREW HANDLEY
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THE TEN PARTICLES

GRAVITONS

Right now, antiparticles arg a huge
probilem in current particle physics
theories. Care o hear about another
problem?? Gravity. Compared to other
forces, like electromagnetism, gravily is
weaker than sneezing vour way through o
fist fight. It also seems to change s nature
based on the mass of an object—gravily is
casy o observe in plancts and stars, but
get it down to the molecular level and i
seems 10 do whatever it wants, And in
additional o all that, it doesn™ even have
a particle to carry it, like the photons that
carry light,

That's where the graviton comes in. The
graviton is the theoretical particle that
wonld—sornt of—allow gravity to fit in the
same model as every other observable
force. Because gravity exerts a weak pull
on every object, regardless of distance, it
would have to be massless, But that's not
the problem-—photons are masshess and
they’ve been found. We've gone so far as
to define the exact parameters that a
graviton would have to fit into, and as
soon as we find a particle—any particle
that matches those parameters, we'll have
a graviton.

Finding it would be important because, as
of now, general relativity and quantum
physics are incompatible. But at a certain
precige energy level, known as the Planck
sgale, gravity stops following relativity
rules and slips into quanium rules. So
salving the gravity problem could be the
kew toa unified thedry.

GRAVIPHOTONS

There’s another theoretical gravitation
particle, and it’s absolutely beautiful.
The graviphoton is a particle that would
be ereated when the gravitational field is
excited in a fifth dimension. [t comes
from the Kaluza Klein theory, which
proposes that electromagnetism and
gravitation can be unified into a single
force under the condition that there are
more than four dimensions in spacetime,
A graviphoton would have the
characteristics of a graviton, but it would
also carry the properties of a photon and
create what physicists call a “fifth force”
(there are currently four fundamental
forces).

Other theories state that a graviphoton
would be a superpartner (like a sparticle)
of gravitons, but that it would actually
attract and repel at the same time. By
doing that, gravitons could theoretically
create anti-gravity. And that’s only in the
fifth dimension—the theory of
supergravity also posits the existence

of graviphotons, but allows for eleven
dimensions.

STRANGLETS

According to the strange matter hypothesis,
strangelets are created in nature when a massive
neutron star—a high-mass collapsed star—builds so
much pressure that the electrons and protons in its
core fuse together, then collapse further into sort of a
dense quark bubble, which we call strange matter,
And since large strangelets can theoretically exist
outside of those high pressure center-of-a-star
environments, it's likely that they've floated away
from those stars and into other solar systems-
including our own.

And this is where it gets crazy: if these things did
exist, a large strangelet would be able to convert an
atom’s nucleus into another strangelet by colliding
with it. The new strangelet could then collide with
more nuclei, converting them into more strangelets
in a chain reaction until all the matter on Earth had
been converted info sirange matter. In fact, the Large
Hadron Collider facility had to put out a press release
stating that they were unlikely to accidentally create
strangelets that could destroy the planet. That's how
seripusly the scientific community takes the matter of
strangelets.

TACHYONS

Mothing comes closer to breaching the
known laws of gelativity than a tachyon.
[t"s a particle that moves faster than
light, and if it existed it would suggest
that the lightspeed barrieris . . . well, no
longer a barrier. In faet, it would mean
that the speed we know ofas the speed
of light would be the center point—just
as normal particles can move infinitely
slow (not moving at all), a tachyon
existing on the other side of the barrier
would be able to move infinitely fast,

Bizarrely, their relationship 1o the speed
of light would be mirrored. To put il
simply, when a normal particle speeds
up. its energy needs increase. To
actually break through the lightspeed
barrier, its energy needs would rise to
infinity—it would need infinile energy.
For a tachyon, the slower it goes, the
more energy it needs. As it slows and
approaches the speed of light from the
other side, its energy requirements
become infinite. But when it speeds up,
the energy requirements decrease, until
it needs no energy at all to move at
infinite speed.
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Z PARTICLES

Basically, the ¥ particle is produced in
the Higgs field and was proposed as a
way to explain why some particles that
should have had mass were actually
massless. The Higgs field—which had
never been observed—would have to
exist throughout the universe and provide
the force needed for particles to acquire
their mass. And if that were true, it would
fill huge gaps in the Standard Model,
which is the basic explanation of literally
everything (except, as always, gravity).

The Higgs boson is vital because it
proves that the Higgs field exists, and
explains how energy inside the Higgs
field can manifest as mass. But it’s also
important because it sets a precedent;
before it was discovered, the Higgs
boson was just a theory. It had
mathematical models, physical
parameters that would allow it to exist,
how it should spin—everything. We just
didn’t have any evidence of its existence
whatsoever. But based on those models
and theories, we were able to pinpoint a
specific particle—the smallest thing in
the known universe—that matched
everything we'd hypothesized.

BRANES

If vou really want an explanation ol
aravity, you have to look to M-theory,
or Membrane theory. Membranes, or
branes, are particles*that are able to
encompass multiple dimensions. For
example, a O-brane is a point-like brane
that exists in zero dimensions, like a
quark. A | -brane has one dimension—a
string” A 2-brane is a two-dimensional
membrane, and 50 on. Higher
dimensional branes ¢can have any
size—Ileading to the theory that our
universe is really dne large brane with
four dimensions. That brane—our
universe—=is just a picce of
multi-dimensional space.

And as for gravity, our four-dimensional
brane can't simply contain it, so
:._,:1'£|1.'1'|:.".~'. energy leaks into other branes
as 1l passes them in the mult-
dimensional space; we just have the
dribbles of what's left, which is why it
scems 50 weak compared to other forces,
Extrapolating that, it makes sense that
there are many branes moving through
thig space—infinite branes in an infinite
space. And from there we have the
multiverse and cyelic universe theories.
The latter states that the universe cycles
itself: it expands from the energy of the
Big Bang, then gravity pulls everything
back into the same space for the Big
Crunch. That compression energy scts
ol another Big Bang, bouncing the
universe into another eyele, like a cell
Naring into life and then dying.
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