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IN A TIME THOUSANDS OF YEARS AGO
WHEN AFRICA WAS A LAND OF MYTH AND LEGEND
IMPENETRABLE TO THE REST OF THE WORLD
THE MIGHTY KINGDOMS OF THE COAST WERE PROTECTED AND SERVED
BY HEROES KNOWN AS WARRIORS.
TO JOIN THEIR PROUD RANKS, YOUNG HOPEFULS ENTRUSTED WITH
SACRED SPEARS

WERE CHALLENGED TO FACE THE TRIALS....
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HUNDREDS OF YEARS  'Uite S0
460, FAR SOUTH-EAST OF
KATUNGA, WHERE MY LORD

THE ALMFIN RULES THE
0Y0 EMPIRE
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THE IMMORTAL DRUMMEB,
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LET TRE IRIAL OF
DAYO DARAWU

.

1680 IRLNMALE: FOREST OF THE FOLIR HUNDRED SPiiTs [N




.LIKE THAT ONE/
El, TOO FAR!

I WANT TO SEE
HIS FACE...




IT'S JUST

HE'S COMING...
HE'S COMING!




I CAN HEAR IT COMING,
THROLIGH THE FOREST,
SMASHING THROLIGH THE

TREES AND BUSH...
GETTING CLOSER.

IT'S GETTING
CLOSER!

I OON'T WANT

| TO DIe!!!!

~ IDON'T WANT TO.....
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YOU WANT ME TO  Yara » »

—
S A
e ‘%' YOUR HEAD!
| OYYAH!!!,
TELL ME YOLIR
NAME/

g/ /w DI-DI-DAYO LIKKE
A COWARD.
sHIOReR!! |




7 NLLODAY?
BETTER! OYYAH! YOU ARE WAITING \
TELL ME ; FOR WHAT? /
YOLIR NAME:! Ve TOLbD you
._ TO--

AJAPA OLOKO,
MY BELOVED WEAPON.
THANK YOU SO MUCH
FOR THAT...
I NEEDED IT.

+IT'S OKAY
IYYAH-*ARRLIGBOW.
| YOU CAN STOP SHOLUITING
NOW. _

&O00D. NOW...

+OHUT UP AND...
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SPIRIT,
I THOUEGHT YOU
WERE COMING
IN A HLUIRRY?

STOP HIDING. COME
OUT AND FACE

A WARRIOR.




yOU ARE NOT.
A FRALID,

WHO DOESN'T .
DESERVE A SPEAR... A7 ]

sHe crose ME//
AJAPA OLOKO

s MY seeae..

= 1e's TeYING TO USE
YOUR HEAD.
(M\_ DON'T LISTEN/

DAYO, PLEASE...

KTHESEINCCIIRSERID AR AE



DAYO!!I COME,
NOOOOOOOOWWWWWWW!!!
ARE YOU

DEAF?!

ki

KEM, COME, BEFORE TN

KEEP SHUT N IT RUNS AwAY! SN
JAREY/!! SNy AN NN T'M COMIIING!!!

TOUCH ITS
HEAD!!
ITLL 60 INTO
IT'S SHELL.... 4

COCONUT-HEAD
LIKE YOU. IT'S NOT
RUNNING ANYWHERE.
IT IS AN *AJAPA!!

e

e
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NO, IT'S OKAY.
IT'S YOLIRS.
KEEP IT.

I WISHI
HAD ONE
OF MY OWN.,

8uT...8euT
YOU FOUND
IT!




KEMI!!!

WHY ARE YOU
PLAYING WITH THAT
CURSED 80Y? YOU

WANT TO HAVE DADA

ON YOUR OWN

HEAD AS WELL?

NEVER COME NEAR
MY DALUGHTER AGAIN.
AKOBA, ADABA,
*SHANGO-OH-MA- JE-A-R

* 60D OFSTHINDER, ~ /
PROTECTIISFROM | |

" THE[EVIE.OF =5
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*SANGO-0O-JE-A-R1
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KEEP YOUR CURSE
TO YOLRSELF,
DEVIL CHILD!T!
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COWARD
STOP HIDING.
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*LET US DO IT,
OYYAH, THE WAY IT IS USUALLY DONE,
THE TIME IS SO THAT WE MAY HAVE

*E JEK'A SEE THE USUIAL RESLILT.
NOW. 8! WON TIl S& K'O

LE BAARI 81 | SEE RI
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YOU HEARD MY SPEAR!
T PASSED,
SILENT, SPIRIT. - FAIR AND SQUARE!!
MY WARRIOR HAS T SURVIVED THE DRUIMS...
PASSED YOU HAVE TO GIVE
ME PROOF THAT

THIS TRIAL IS
A SHAM!!



I AM YETLINDE,
PRINCESS OF THE ONDO.
AND YOU 80TH
ARE TRESSPASSING.

NEXT: EXTENDED TRIALI!!
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WHO ARE' THE
HEROES OF
AFRICA?

/
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| HOPE YOU ENJOYED THE FIRST ISSUE OF TRIALS OF THE SPEAR?

THIS IS A TITLE THAT IS VERY CLOSE TO MY HEART, PERSONALLY. DAYO
DARAWU (WITH HIS DADA!) HAS BEEN POKING AT ME FOR YEARS,
TRYING TO CONVINCE ME THAT THE TIME TO TELL HIS STORY HAS
DRAWN NEAR... AND ON THE 3RD OF JUNE 2017, 1 SAT DOWN AND LET
HIM AND THE WORLD AROUND HIM POUR FORTH INTO A TREATMENT
WHICH FORMS THE BASIS OF ALL YOU SEE OF HIM TODAY, AND HOPE-
FULLY IN THE FUTURE!

ALTHOUGH, DAYO HIMSELF HAS BEEN “TRYING TO BE BORN” FOR AS
LONG AS | CAN REMEMBER, HE IS ONLY ONE OF A NUMBER OF LITTLE
IDEAS THAT GREW OUT OF A QUESTION | ASKED MYSELF WHEN | WAS
MUCH YOUNGER.

WHO ARE THE HEROES OF AFRICA?

THAT QUESTION MAY SOUND A BIT GENERIC, BUT EXCUSE ME FOR
THAT- | WAS VERY YOUNG. | MEAN...EVERYWHERE YOU WENT IN THE
WORLD, THERE WAS A POWERFUL IMAGE OF ANCESTRAL HEROISM.
NINJAS WITH THEIR DAGGERS AND THROWING STARS. COWBOYS AND
THEIR TRUSTY REVOLVERS. KNIGHTS WITH THEIR SHINING ARMOUR. SA-
MURAI WITH THEIR SWORDS.

| ANSWERED THE QUESTION FOR MYSELF VERY QUICKLY- THE HEROES
OF AFRICA ARE WARRIORS. AND THIS IS INDEED THE SOURCE OF THE
SPIRIT OF THE AFRICAN HERO- NOT THE INDEPENDENCE AND MYSTERY
OF THE OUTLAW GUNSLINGER, OR THE STOIC RESOLVE OF THE SAMU-
RAI....BUT THE FIERCENESS, INDOMITABLE SPIRIT, AND RELENTLESS
COURAGE OF THE WARRIOR.

AND WHERE OTHERS HAD THEIR SWORDS, GUNS AND BOWS, WARRIORS
HAD THEIR SPEARS.

OF THE MAJOR ICONIC WEAPONS OF OLD, THE SPEAR HAS SOMETHING
IN COMMON WITH THE WARRIOR SPIRIT OF AFRICA: ITS STORY ISYET TO

BE TOLD. DAYO AND | HOPE TO DO OUR LITTLE BIT TO HELP FILL THAT
LITTLE VACUUM.

| HOPE YOU'LL BE ALONG WITH US FOR THE RIDE!

-WALE AWELENJE

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS OFFICER/ HEAD SCRIPT AND STORY
DEVELOPMENT

COMIC REPUBLIC



WWW.THECOMICREPUBLIC.COM

@ +234-8022545519 n comicrepublic ,‘ comicrepublicng @ @comicrepublicmedia n comicrepublicty | holla@thecomicrepublic.com



A

- . —

- 3

e -

- - 1 L L . N
N et T - .

b!ﬂ.-i‘ -
vy W g+ _jiraA
\ Lo g &

L -

™




